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NM DOH Updates
• Public Health and Primary Care Integration
• Programmatic Updates or “ What I wished I knew 

about DOH as a Primary Care Doc ”
• Rural Primary Health Care Act (R P HC A ) P rogram Update
• School Based Health Center Update
• Communicable Disease Hot Topics:  
• C OV ID, MP ox, L atent T B , S yphilis , Hanta V irus
• Substance use and Harm Reduction
• Health Alert Network (HAN)/ EPI Hotline

• State Health Improvement Plan : W hat we can do 
together
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Before we start…
On behalf of all colleagues at the 
Department of Health, we humbly 
acknowledge we are on the unceded 
ancestral lands of the original peoples 
of the Apache, Navajo and Pueblo 
past and present.
With gratitude we pay our respects to 
the land, the people and the 
communities that have and continue 
to contribute to what today is known 
as the State of New Mexico.
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NM DOH Goals

We improve health status for 
all New Mexicans

We ensure safety in New Mexico 
healthcare environments 

We support each other by promoting an 
environment of mutual respect, trust, open 
communication, and needed resources for 
staff to serve New Mexicans and to grow and 
reach their professional goals

We expand equitable access 
to services for all New 
Mexicans

To ensure health equity, we work with our partners to promote health and 
well-being, and improve health outcomes for all people in New Mexico.

New Mexico Department of Health Mission
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Primary Care and Public Health
• Public health works to make 

our state a healthier and safer 
place to live and work for our 
populations

• We need both good primary 
healthcare and a strong public 
health system
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Public health is “what we 
as a society do collectively 
to assure the conditions in 
which people can be 
healthy.”
 --Institute of Medicine, 
1988



P rimary care and public  health continuum

Integration of Primary Care  and Public Health, A A F P  P os ition P aper

https://www.aafp.org/about/policies/all/integration-primary-c


Public Health and the NMDOH
Public Health has the  responsibility of protecting and promoting the health of the public. 
Public health  infrastructure consists of the service areas  and capabilities to do this work.  

Adapted from PHNCI Foundational Public Health Services for Govt. Public Health , MN Framework

Public Health Capabilities:  Cross-cutting skills and capacities  
needed to support public health programs and services. 
If public health were a house, this would be the foundation for  
public health to  work properly

Public Health Service Areas: 
P ublic   health  provides   and implements   s pecif ic  programs ,  
s ervices  and activities  in areas   aimed at protecting the health of  
the community.
If  public health were  a house, these would  make up  the rooms 
in the house

DOH Mission
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-Assessment & Surveillance
-Emergency Preparedness
-Equity and Partnership Devpt.
-Organizational Capacities
-Communications & Marketing

NMDOH Mission:  To ensure health equity, we work with our 
partners to promote health and well -being, and improve health 
outcomes for all people in New Mexico.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Together these are known as the Foundational Public Health Services for the minimum package for governmental public health with equity at its coreBuilding a house with equity at it’s core so no New Mexican is left behind.

https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/practice/schsac/workgroups/docs/201906StrengtheningANewFramework.pdf
https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/practice/schsac/workgroups/docs/201906StrengtheningANewFramework.pdf
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Rural Primary
Health Care Act (RPHCA)

Program Update
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R ural 
P rimary 
Health 
C are A ct 
(R P HC A )

Operations of community-based 
primary care centers in rural and 
underserved areas of New Mexico.

Efforts to expand the existing base of 
services. 

Workforce development for physicians 
and other providers at these services.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
RPHCA is housed in the Office of Primary Care and Rural Health within the Population and Community Health Bureau of the Public Health Division.The RPHCA Program has been in existence since 1981 and continues to provide financial support to assist in the provision of primary health care services in underserved areas of the state. (NMAC 7.29.3). 
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R P HC A  C ontractors  during F Y  20 -23
• A lbuquerque Health C are for the Homeles s

• B en A rcher Health C enter

• De B aca F amily P ractice

• E l C entro F amily Health

• E l P ueblo Health S ervices

• F irs t C hoice C ommunity Healthcare

• F irs t Nations  Healths ource

• Hidalgo M edical S ervices

• L a C as a de B uena S alud

• L a C linica de F amilia

• L a C linica del P ueblo de R io A rriba

• L a F amilia M edical C enter

• L as  C linicas  del Norte

• M ora V alley C ommunity Health S ervices

• Nor-L ea Hos pital Dis trict

• P HS  C arrizozo Health C enter

• P res byterian M edical S ervices

• Quay C ounty

• T orrance C ounty

10

Presenter
Presentation Notes
16 Federally Qualified Health Centers, 1 FQHC Look-Alike, and 2 Rural Health Clinic designation.Each fiscal year, more than 490,000 patients are seen, and there are over 1.1 million primary care encounters. RPHCA is part of the collaborative support for primary care centers designed to assure the maintenance of the current sector capacity. Without RPHCA funding primary care centers would need to reduce the level and scope of health services that they provide.The annual requests for RPHCA funding far exceed the funding awarded. RPHCA is only able to support a small portion of the needs of primary care centers in rural and underserved areas.
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Supporting New 
Mexico’s Workforce

• Under R P HC A , it als o s upports  a 
c learinghous e for recruitment and 
retention of primary care providers  
for unders erved and rural areas  of 
our s tate.

• A s  of May 3 1, 20 23 , eighty-two 
(8 2) healthcare providers  have 
been recruited and placed! 
⮚New Mexico Health R es ources , 

Inc. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Through RPHCA Statutory basis, NMHR recruit and retain health care personnel in health care underserved areas. Target/priority are: Areas with shortage of health care personnel in areas with Primary Care shortage, Eligible programs (RPHCA sites), andRural and Low-Income.Also, through Statutory basis, NMHR assists communities in the recruitment, placement, and retention of health care personnel in underserved areas of the state which includes the coordination of such effort with health professional education programs at post-secondary schools and other institutions involved in the training of health professional personnel. This includes supporting the: New Mexico Health Service Corps Program (for primary care medical and dental students in training – State obligation to work for 2 years in rural and medically underserved areas of NM upon completion of their training); National Health Service Corps (obligator placement for primary care medical and dental health providers in Scholarship and Loan Repayment Programs (2-3 years depending on which program); andJ-1 Visa Waiver physician recruitment and placement (commitment to practice for at least 3 years in NM). Regarding shortages:Top reasons for shortages, not ranked in any particular order:1. Low pay;2. No real retention programs for mid-career health professionals other than the rural health provider income tax credit program;3. Employers see their benefit packages as their retention program – but many non-profits in NM are not able to offer robust plans;4. Demographics of an old workforce, e.g., for at least the last decade NM has had the highest proportion of physicians over the age of 60 and the least proportion under 40;5. Some professions, e.g., nursing, show low tenures of working in healthcare. Nurses average only about three years actively working in health.
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RPHCA in Health 
Professional 
Shortage Areas
• Helps  s upport operations  at 

more than 8 9  clinics  s ites  
in rural and unders erved 
areas .

• Nearly all of  thes e locations  
are in Health P rofes s ional 
S hortage A reas  (HP S A s ), 
des ignated by the federal 
government for critical 
needs . 

• R P HC A -s upported 
community-bas ed primary 
care centers  help f ill s ome 
of thes e gaps .

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Health Professional Shortage Area (HPSA) designations to identify areas, population groups, or facilities within the United States that are experiencing a shortage of health care professionals.Scores range from 1 to 25 for primary care and mental health, 1 to 26 for dental health. The higher the score, the greater the priority.HPSA used to apply for HRSA grants, National Health Service Corps site designation, which help to recruit providers to their clinic site. All to support workforce.
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S chool B as ed 
Health C enters



New Mexico Department of Health Fiscal Year 2024 Budget Request Factsheet
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SBHC planning grant
Telehealth mobile expansion

New Mexico Counties with School-Based Health Centers or Expansion Efforts

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sustainability of telehealth and mobile outreach are imperative in a geographically large and rural state with limited access to care for kids. Collaborative efforts, parnterships, as well as those alternative methods of healthcare delivery increase access to care and can help fill gaps in access. Broadband access and infrastructure are increasingly considered social determinants of health and a health equity issue. Improving broadband access to schools was a primary focus during the pandemic. Making them a good location for health care delivery via telehealth.Funds from the Governor’s office and the legislature we will be able to expand telehealth hub and spoke and mobile outreach in the next year. Some of our FQHC partners participating in the effort are also receiving federal funding for SBHC which is allowing us to maximize our efforts in getting care to kids in school – the place where they spend most of their days.Additionally, currently 18 communities are following a facilitated process and receiving TA to be able to open a SBHC. Planning grants will be an ongoing process. With these expansion efforts we expect to expand access to primary care and BH from 54 school campuses to about 140 campuses in the next 2 years. 
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COVID-19
In Transition

End of the Public Health Emergency
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End of the Public Health Emergency (PHE)
1. Testing

• In NM, Medicaid will continue to cover testing, including home antigen tests
• Insurance will decide coverage of tests

2. Vaccines 
• Vaccines remain free until the national “stockpile” is used up 
• After that, vaccines will be covered by insurance for those who are insured

3. Paxlovid 
• Paxlovid will be free until the national “stockpile” is used up 
• After that, the price will depend on Pfizer and health insurance for those who are insured

4. Data 
• Jurisdictions are no longer required to report negative tests 
• Fewer NAAT/PCR tests are being performed: 

• Peak NAAT/PCR reporting: 17.4 million tests performed weekly in January 2022 (Omicron variant surge)
• Current volume of NAATs performed: less than 1 million (April 26, 2023).

• Monitoring continues through use of existing surveillance systems, established sentinel network and large 
healthcare databases

• Most states still reporting vaccination data

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Affordable Care Act (and Inflation Reduction Act)  requires insurance to cover vaccines recommended by ACIP.



New M ethods  for C OV ID S urveillance

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/mm7219e1.htm

CDC COVID Data Tracker: Maps by Geographic Area

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#wastewater-surveillance

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/mm7219e1.htm
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/index.html#cases_new-admissions-rate-county
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#wastewater-surveillance


S urveillance and R eporting in NM

https://cv.nmhealth.org/epidemiology-reports/



As Emergency Ends, a Look at Covid’s U.S. Death Toll - The New York Times (nytimes.com)

COVID remains a public health concern

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2023/05/11/us/covid-deaths-us.html
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Age is the biggest risk factor for bad outcomes from COVID
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COVID Vaccine Updates
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New Mexico 
C OV ID V accine 
Metrics

https://covidactnow.org/us/new_mexico-nm/?s=45483298

https://covidactnow.org/us/new_mexico-nm/?s=45483298
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“Up to Date” with C OV ID V accine

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/stay-up-to-date.html?s_cid=11747:new%20vaccine%20for%20covid:sem.ga:p:RG:GM:gen:PTN:FY22#UTD

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/stay-up-to-date.html?s_cid=11747:new%20vaccine%20for%20covid:sem.ga:p:RG:GM:gen:PTN:FY22#UTD
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T ools  for L iving with C OV ID-19
Moving Forward 

● We have immunity:  

• Immunizations continue to give protection

• 90% of people have antibodies from vaccination, infection, or both 

● We have home tests.

● We have masks:  Masks continue to be a key tool against COVID-19

● We have treatments:  Paxlovid continues to be effective in preventing 
hospitalization and death in high risk patients.

● We still have a lot of work to do to address continued disparities, 
neglected chronic disease care and the potential for an increase in post-
COVID chronic disease

 NMDOH COVID Call Center is still going strong:  1 - 855 -600 -3453
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M pox Update
(formerly M onk eypox)
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M pox (formerly M onkeypox) 

Credit: UK Health Security 
Agency/Science Photo Library

● C DC  health alert 5 /15 /23
● New clus ter of  mpox cas es  in C hicago
● 9  of  13  men had received 2 dos es  of  

Jynneos
● C DC  continues  to receive reports  of  

cas e that ref lect ongoing community 
trans mis s ion in the US  and 
internationally. 
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https://ourworldindata.org/monkeypox

MPOX
WORLD 
DATA

https://ourworldindata.org/monkeypox
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https://www.cdc.gov/poxvirus/monkeypox/response/2022/mpx-trends.html

US MPOX Trends

data as  of  5 /22/23

https://www.cdc.gov/poxvirus/monkeypox/response/2022/mpx-trends.html


M pox 

Mpox Infections after Vaccination | Mpox | Poxvirus | CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/poxvirus/mpox/your-health/vaccines/infections.html


Jynneos  V accine E ligibility 
1. Post -Exposure Prophylaxis

Anyone who has had a known or suspected exposure to someone with Mpox 
infection (lab confirmed or clinical diagnosis) in the last 2 weeks. This includes 
household contacts.

1. Preventive Doses of Vaccine for Persons at Risk:

● G a y, b isexu a l, a n d  oth er m en  w h o h a ve sex w ith  m en , tra n sg en d er or 
n on b in a ry p eop le  w h o in  th e p a st yea r h a ve h a d  m ore th a n  on e sex 
p a rtn er

● P erson s of a n y g en d er or sexu a l orien ta tion  w h o en g a g e in  c om m erc ia l 
a n d /or tra n sa c tion a l sex

● S exu a l p a rtn ers  of p eop le  w ith  th e a b ove risk s

● P erson s livin g  w ith  H IV , esp ec ia lly p erson s w ith  u n c on trolled  or a d va n c ed  
H IV  d isea se

● P eop le  w h o a n tic ip a te  exp erien c in g  th e a b ove s itu a tion s

● P eop le  w h o w ork  in  settin g s w h ere th ey m a y b e exp osed

E xten sive  risk  a ssessm en t isn ’t n ec essa ry.  P eop le  in  th e c om m u n ity a t risk  (e .g ., g a y, 
b isexu a l, or oth er M S M ; tra n sg en d er or n on b in a ry p eop le) a sk in g  for va c c in a tion  is  
a d eq u a te a ttesta tion  to in d ivid u a l risk  of m p ox exp osu re . https://www.cdc.gov/poxvirus/mpo

x/clinicians/vaccines/index.htmlhttps://emergency.cdc.gov/han/2023/han00490.asp

https://www.cdc.gov/poxvirus/mpox/clinicians/vaccines/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/poxvirus/mpox/clinicians/vaccines/index.html
https://emergency.cdc.gov/han/2023/han00490.asp
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T uberculos is
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NM DOH T uberculos is  P rogram
Control the spread of Tuberculosis by: 
• Providing treatment (directly observed therapy) and nurse case 

management to all active TB cases 
• Conducting Contact Investigations and providing treatment to all 

contacts of active cases
• Providing interstate/international referrals for continuity of care for 

active and LTBI patients;
• Conducting TB surveillance; 
• Providing education, training and consultation; 
• Treating LTBI for persons at highest risk for progression to active 

disease
• Establishing partnerships with community providers to expand 

LTBI treatment in New Mexico and move to TB Elimination

T his  P hoto by Unknown A uthor is  licens ed under 
C C  B Y

https://elifesciences.org/digests/41129/tuberculosis-bacteria-thrive-on-a-nitrogen-source-buffet
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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T B  P rogram

Marcos  B urgos , 
MD
T B  Medical 
Director

Darrell V eitch, R N
T B  Nurs e 
C ons ultant L ibby E nriquez, R N

T B  Nurs e C ons ultant

B renda Montoya 
Denis on, MP H, B S N, R N
T B  P rogram Manager

TB Helpline : 5 0 5 -8 27-24 71
• F or P roviders  and General P ublic
• T B  related ques tions
• R eques t cons ultation
• R eporting rule out/active T B  cas es
• R eferral ques tions
• R eques t information to treat L T B I 

F A X : 5 0 5 -8 27-0 16 3
• R eporting L T B I
• R eporting rule out/active T B  cas es
• R eferrals  for L T B I treatment 

E mail: doh-tb-program@s tate.nm.us
• Ques tions  (do not s end P HI)

mailto:doh-tb-program@state.nm.us
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B ecome a T B  E limination C hampion

• If  you are interes ted in 
providing treatment for 
L T B I within your c linic , we 
are here to help. 

• C all 5 0 5 -8 27-24 71 to join 
our goal towards  
elimination. 
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STD Program
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NM DOH S T D P rogram

• Dis eas e P revention

• C as e Management

• S urveillance/Data

• C ontact T racing

• P artner S ervices

• Outreach and E ducation



https://www.cdc.gov/std/syphilis/stats.htm

https://www.cdc.gov/std/syphilis/stats.htm


Congenital Syphilis cases, New Mexico, 2000 - 2022



NM had the 2nd highest rate of congenital syphilis in 2021

https://www.cdc.gov/std/statistics/2021/tables/20.htm



S T D R eporting F orm

NM is a dual reporting state - both 
providers  and labs  need to report 
S T Ds  

S T D program us es  the information for 
contact tracing - patients  will be 
contacted and as ked about partners  
who need tes ting and treatment. 

P artners  contacted by phone, text, 
mail, s ocial media DM, in pers on



Benzathine penicillin G (Bicillin L-A®) shortage

● Bicillin is the recommended 
treatment for s yphilis .  Doxycycline 
can be us ed as  an alternate 
treatment in s ome patients .

● B icillin is  the ONL Y  treatment for 
pregnant women with s yphilis .

● S yphilis  can pas s  through the 
placenta to infect the fetus  if  
mother is n’t treated

● It is  imperative that we maintain an 
adequate s upply to B icillin L A  to 
treat maternal s yphilis  cas es



C ons erving B ic illin
• Healthcare providers should closely monitor their inventory of Bicillin L-A® and 
use their clinical judgement to further prioritize the use of Bicillin L-A®. 
• If warranted due to the drug shortage, healthcare providers may consider 
alternate treatment with doxycycline. 
• Bicillin L-A® remains the treatment of choice for all patients with syphilis and 
should be used when supply allows.  
• New Mexico Department of Health provided an example of a prioritization 
strategy 
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Hantavirus 
24 /7 reporting and cons ultation of  
reportable dis eas es  through E R D 

5 0 5 -8 27-0 0 0 6
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Hantavirus  

● 5 cases of Hantavirus Pulmonary Syndrome (HPS) in NM so 
far this year 

● Cases have been in McKinley and San Juan Counties
● Arizona Department of Health Services has also identified five 

cases of HPS this year.
● This is only the third year that five cases have been identified 

by May since the Sin Nombre virus (SNV) was first identified in 
1993.

● While transmission dynamics are complex, recent increased 
precipitation in the Four Corners region may have contributed 
to a rise in rodent populations, increasing opportunities for 
human exposure

https://www.nmhealth.org/publication/view/general/8303/



E R D - Notif iable C onditions  R eporting F orm
Infectious disease epidemiologists consult on:
● dis eas e outbreak management
● management of contacts
● public  health res pons e
● current epidemiology of notif iable conditions
● tes ting through the S cientif ic  L ab Divis ion (S L D)
● linkage with C DC  s ubject matter experts
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https://www.cdc.gov/hantavirus/pdf/HantavirusBrochure-508.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/hantavirus/pdf/HantavirusBrochure-508.pdf
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Increase in Substance 
Use Disorders in NM



Impacts of Substance Use Disorders in NM



Fentanyl and Methamphetamine are driving 
increase in overdose deaths in New Mexico



Growing Threat of Xyalzine
• Epicenter Philadelphia: first ID’d in 2006 
• By 2021 found in 90% tested opioid 

samples in Philadelphia.
• Is a veterinary tranquilizer, added to 

prolong euphoric effects.
• When present is almost always mixed with 

fentanyl.
• Is not an opioid so cannot be reversed by 

naloxone.
• Advise people to administer naloxone, 

individuals may begin to breathe but may 
remain unconscious.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Discovered as an antihypertensive agent in 1962 in GermanyNot approved for human useFirst human toxicity reported in 1979Found as an adulterant to heroin in Puerto Rico since at least the early 2000’s.Allowed as a veterinary sedative, analgesic, and muscle relaxant.



Side Effects:
• Hypertension followed by hypotension, 

bradycardia, and respiratory depression
• Chronic exposure increases the skin oxygenation 

deficit.
• Lower skin oxygenation is associated with 

impaired wound healing and a higher chance 
of infection.

• The ulcers may ooze pus and have a 
characteristic odor. 

• In severe cases, amputations have been 
performed on the affected extremities.
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Harm Reduction Program



NMDOH Harm Reduction Program
• Naloxone and harm reduction services are available at most public health 

offices 
• NMDOH supports other harm reduction programs/providers
• NMHarmReduction.org has phone numbers for all harm reduction providers
• Fentanyl test strips should always be paired with naloxone distribution
• If an agency would like to provide fentanyl test strips and naloxone, contact 

Josh Swatek at Joshua.Swatek@doh.nm.gov for more information 

mailto:Joshua.Swatek@doh.nm.gov


NMDOH: Opioid Overdose Prevention

How we are responding:
• Naloxone offered to all harm reduction clients
• Overdose prevention education (fentanyl 

potency)
• Providing fentanyl test strips
• Providing accurate information and addressing 

stigma 

Fentanyl is mostly found in pill form and powder 
form 

• Sometimes incidentally mixed with other 
substances such as cocaine and 
methamphetamine

• Not mixed with cannabis products such as 
cannabis flower or vape
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NM DOH Health A lert Network  L ink

https://www.nmhealth.org/about/erd/bhem/

https://www.nmhealth.org/about/erd/bhem/
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Health A lert Network

T o regis ter: 
https ://nm.readyop.com/fs /4 cjZ/10 b2

 

F or text mes s aging through the HA N 
network, regis ter and s ave this  phone number 
(8 5 5 ) 5 9 6 -18 10  as  “New Mexico Health A lert 
Network.” 

To catch up on past HANs: 
https://www.nmhealth.org/about/erd/bhem/

https://nm.readyop.com/fs/4cjZ/10b2
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S tate Health Improvement P lan
S HIP

W hat can we do together to improve health 
of all  people in New Mexico?
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P riorities  to work  on T ogether:

● NMDOH will bring together 3 
workgroups

● Partner on what strategies to use, 
and success would look like
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Priority #1: Access to Care
● Proximity to Care
● Shortage of Healthcare Providers
● Affordable & Available Mental 

Health & Substance misuse 
Services

● Access to Maternal Health Care & 
Reproductive Health (Including) 
Maternal Mortality/Pregnancy 
Associated Deaths
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P riority # 2 : B ehavioral Health
● Drug Overdose Death
● Alcohol-Related Death
● High Suicide-Rates
● Adverse Childhood 

Experiences & Behavioral 
Health

● Maternal Health & 
Behavioral Health
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Priority #3: Social Health
● Access to Social 

Services & Coordination 
● Severe Housing Cost 

Burden & Homelessness 

● Food Environment & 
Access to Food 

● Transportation 
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W ork ing together to integrate primary 
care and public  health for improved health
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T hank  you!
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B ack up S lides
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COVID 
Variants

CDC COVID Data 
Tracker

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#variant-proportions
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#variant-proportions
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https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#variant-proportions

COVID-19 Family Tree - which variants to include 

current covid vaccine is  
original and B A 4 /5  

mos t of the current variants

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#variant-proportions
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Deciding on F uture C OV ID V accines  

May 18, 2023
WHO Technical Advisory Group on COVID-19 Vaccine Composition (TAG-CO-VAC)
Recommends monovalent booster XBB.1 descendent lineage for upcoming 2023-2024 boosters.
Statement on the antigen composition of COVID-19 vaccines

June 15, 2023
FDA-VRBAC panel will meet to make its recommendations on the strain selection to be included in the COVID-19 vaccines for the 
2023-2024 respiratory virus season
Vaccines and Related Biological Products Advisory Committee June 15, 2023 Meeting Announcement

https://www.who.int/news/item/18-05-2023-statement-on-the-antigen-composition-of-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/advisory-committee-calendar/vaccines-and-related-biological-products-advisory-committee-june-15-2023-meeting-announcement#event-information
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C ons idering the timing of  the next C OV ID vaccine
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